DUCHESS  OF  ABRANTES                      323
Encouraged by the silence of the Emperor, M. Daru spoke in his turn. He pointed out the destitute condition of the army, without a hospital in its rear, a circumstance which operated as a powerful discouragement to the troops. <(Your Majesty is aware,* pursued the Count, <( that it is not my fault if we have not our accustomed resources. It is therefore necessary that we should come to a determination which, however mortifying it may be, is nevertheless urgent in present circumstances.w
Napoleon looked for some moments at Comte Daru and the Prince of Neufchatel, and then said: "Have you anything more to tell me ?}) They bowed, and made no reply. <( Well, then, hear my answer. As to you, Berthier, you ought to know very well that your opinion on such a question has not the weight of a straw against my determination. You might therefore have spared yourself the trouble of speaking. You, Daru, should confine yourself to your pen, and not interfere with military matters. You are not qualified to judge in this affair. As to those who sent you, let them obey. This is my answer.* He then dismissed them.
The next day the Battle of Leipsic was fought. What must have been Napoleon's feelings when he beheld a quarter of his troops pass over to the enemy, and point against their comrades the guns which had dealt death among the enemy's ranks only an hour before! In this manner the Battle of Leipsic may be said to have been both lost and gained by our army. The center* and the right were victorious. The left was abandoned by the Saxons in the middle of the battle, and delivered up to the enemy. The Battle of Leipsic, instead of being a defeat, may be said to have been one of Napoleon's most brilliant military achievements. At all events, the day was as glorious to him as it was disgraceful to those who so basely betrayed him; and, I may add, to those who so basely bought over the traitors.
The   retreat   was ordered,   and it commenced in  the
*The center was commanded by the Emperor in person, and the right by the King of Naples. For the space of seven hours they resisted upward of 270,000 men with a force of 9,500. The Prince of Sweden overpowered Marshal Ney on the left. The Marshal, nevertheless, defended himself for a considerable time with 40,000 men against 150,000.pride, if not from affection, to do what he did in the delirium of a brain fever.s and Court officials.
